Order of Worship
Sunday, March 14, 2021
The Fourth Sunday in Lent
Prelude & Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness
As God’s precious children, we gather in the name of the God who loves and forgives us. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us
the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly
sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called
and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by Christ’s authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Opening Hymn

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with
you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray: O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued us from
the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
First Reading

Numbers 21:4-9

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people became
impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to
die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent
poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses

and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole;
and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.
Our Responsive Reading for today is 107:1-3, 17=22
O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever.
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, those he redeemed from trouble
and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
Some were sick through their sinful ways, and because of their iniquities endured affliction;
they loathed any kind of food, and they drew near to the gates of death.
Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress;
he sent out his word and healed them, and delivered them from destruction.
Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his wonderful works to humankind.
And let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices, and tell of his deeds with songs of joy.
Second Reading

Ephesians 2:1-10

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of this world, following the
ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among
them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like
everyone else.
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead through our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God— not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel, for the Third Sunday in Lent is from the gospel of John, chapter 3, verses 14 thru 21.
Glory to you, O Lord.
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not
believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were
evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those
who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
This is the Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Message
Hymn of the Day

The Nicene Creed
A: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
† We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
† We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
† We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People
Sharing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering Remembrance

Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray. Merciful God,
C: receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offering of our lives, that following in the way of the
cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Words of Institution
You are indeed holy…we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
Post Communion Blessings and Prayer
Children’s Prayer
Benediction
Closing Hymn

Dismissal
Go in peace for Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.

Thank you…
Music – Jan Potthoff
Acolyte – Emma Danner
PowerPoint – Abram Nagl
Media – Travis Brincks
Ushers –
Worship Assistant – Lisa Dreessen
Communion Servers & Tellers – Denny & Diane Ploeger
Pray for those recovering from surgery or currently sick: Doug Bender, Chloe DeMonia, Beth Hodges, Mary Keat, Rick
Keat, Jude Reed, Bill Slocum, Jerry Slocum, Julie and Paul Waterman.

